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GOVERNANCE

Good Governance Week

The Union Government is set to launch a nationwide 'Good Governance Week' from 20th December to
26th December, with the motto to redress and dispose of public grievances and improvise service
delivery down to the village levelVarious events will be convened during the week under the campaign
titled “Prashasan Gaon Ki Aur” aimed to be citizen-focused.

25th December is celebrated as ‘Good Governance Day’ to mark the birth anniversary of former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Key Points

About:

e It is observed to celebrate the strides made by India in promoting citizen-centric governance
and improving service delivery in line with Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav celebrations to
commemorate 75 years of progressive India.

e The series of programmes planned during the week will aim to highlight various good
governance initiatives taken by the Centre.

e It will also include the inauguration of the Exhibition on Good Governance Practices.

Events include:

e Ease of Living and Next Phase of Reforms for Reducing Compliance Burden

e Experience Sharing Workshop by DARPG on Best Practices.

e Mission Karmayogi - The Path Ahead.

e Good Governance Week Portal will also be launched during the occasion and all-district
collectors of states and union territories will be given access to the online portal to upload and
share the progress and achievements.

e Prashasan Gaon Ki Aur" campaign will be launched with an aim to take good governance to
the rural areas.

Governance
About:

e It is the process of decision-making and the process by which decisions are implemented (or
not implemented).

e Governance can be used in several contexts such'as‘corporate governance, international
governance, national governance and.local governance.

Eight Principles of Good Governance (as identified by the United Nations):

e Participation: People should have a voice in decision-making, either directly or through
legitimate intermediate institutions that represent their interests.

o Rule of law: Legal frameworks should be fair and enforced impartially, particularly the laws
on human rights.

e Transparency: Transparency is built on the free flow of information. Processes, institutions
and information are directly accessible to those concerned with them, and enough information
is provided to understand and monitor them.

o Responsiveness: Institutions and processes try to serve all stakeholders within a reasonable
timeframe.

o Consensus orientation: Good governance requires mediation of the different interests in
society to reach a broad consensus in society on what is in the best interest of the whole
community and how this can be achieved.

e Equity: All groups, particularly the most vulnerable, have opportunities to improve or
maintain their well being.

o Effectiveness and efficiency: Processes and institutions produce results that meet needs while
making the best use of resources.

e Accountability: Decision-makers in government, the private sector and civil society
organisations are accountable to the public, as well as to institutional stakeholders.

Challenges to Good Governance in India:

e  Women Empowerment: Women are not adequately represented in government institutions,
and other allied sectors.

e Corruption: The high level of corruption in India has been widely perceived as a major
obstacle in improving the quality of governance.
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e Delay in Justice: A citizen has the right to avail timely justice, but there are several factors,
because of which a common man doesn’t get timely justice. One such factor is lack of
personnel and logistics under disposal of the court.

o Centralisation of Administrative System: Governments at lower levels can only function
efficiently if they are empowered to do so. This is particularly relevant for the Panchayati Raj
Institutions (PRIs), which currently suffer from inadequate devolution of funds as well as
functionaries to carry out the functions constitutionally assigned to them.

¢ Criminalisation of Politics:The criminalisation of the political process and the unholy nexus
between politicians, civil servants, and business houses are having a baneful influence on
public policy formulation and governance.

e Environmental security, sustainable development.

e Challenges of globalisation, liberalisation and market economy.

Indian Initiatives to improve Good Governance:

e Good Governance Index: GGI has been launched by the Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances & Pensions to determine the status of governance in the country.It assesses the
impact of various interventions taken up by the State Government and UTs.

o National e-Governance Plan: It has the vision to “make all government services accessible to
the common man in his locality, through common service delivery outlets and ensure
efficiency, transparency & reliability of such services at affordable costs to realise the basic
needs of the common man.”

o Right to Information Act, 2005:It plays an effective role in ensuring transparency- in
governance.Other Initiatives: Setting up of NITI Aayog, Make in India programme, Lokpal,
etc.

INTERNATIONAL RELATION

Humanitarian Trust Fund for Afghanistan: OIC

A meeting of foreign ministers from the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) agreed to establish
a humanitarian trust fund to address the growing economic crisis-in Afghanistan which has left-millions
facing hunger over the winter.The meeting is the biggest major conference on Afghanistan since the
fall of the US-backed government.

In July 2021, India rejected the OICs proposal to assist a dialogue'between India and Pakistan.

Key Points

Humanitarian Trust Fund:

e  The fund will be set-up-under the Islamic Development Bank to channel aid to Afghanistan in
coordination with other groups.

e - Allowing Afghanistan access to its financial resources would be pivotal to preventing
economic collapse and said realistic pathways to unfreezing billions of dollars in frozen central
bank reserves should be explored.The meeting also called on the international community to
provide urgent and sustained humanitarian aid to Afghanistan as well as to the main countries
housing Afghan refugees.

Trust Fund by United Nation:

e The United Nations (UN) has also set up a special trust fund to provide urgently-needed cash
directly to Afghans through a system that taps into donor funds frozen since the Taliban
takeover in August

e It was set up with the aim of injecting liquidity into Afghan households in a bid to permit them
to survive the upcoming winter and remain in their homeland.

e Germany is a first contributor to the fund. It had pledged 50 million euros (USD58 million) for it.

Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
About:

e The OIC is the second largest intergovernmental organisation after the United Nations with a
membership of 57 states.

e It is the collective voice of the Muslim world. It endeavors to safeguard and protect the
interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and harmony
among various people of the world.

e It was established upon a decision of the historical summit which took place in Rabat,
Kingdom of Morocco on the 25th of September 1969.
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e Headquarters: Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
India’s relationship with OIC as an organisation:

e At the 45th session of the Foreign Ministers’ Summit in 2018, Bangladesh, the host, suggested
that India, where more than 10% of the world’s Muslims live, should be given Observer status,
but Pakistan opposed the proposal.

e In 2019, India made its maiden appearance at the OIC Foreign Ministers’ meeting, as a “guest
of honour”.This first-time invitation was seen as a diplomatic victory for India, especially at a
time of heightened tensions with Pakistan following the Pulwama attack.

India’s relationship with OIC member countries:

e India is not a member of the OIC. However, India was invited as a guest of honour at the 46th
Session of the Council of Foreign Minister in 2019.

e Individually, India has good relations with almost all member nations.

e Ties with the UAE and Saudi Arabia, especially, have improved significantly in recent
years.The Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi (UAE) was a special chief guest at the 68th Republic
Day celebrations in 2017.

Islamic Development Bank
About:

e The Islamic Development Bank is an international financial institution established in
pursuance of the Declaration of Intent issued by the Conference of Finance Ministers of
Muslim Countries held in Jeddah in December 1973, and the Bank was formally opened in
October 1975.

e The purpose of the Bank is to foster the economic development and social progress of member
countries and Muslim communities individually as well as jointly in accordance with the
principles of Shari’ah i.e., Islamic Law.

e The Bank’s principal office is in Jeddah in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Functions:

o The functions-of the Bank are to participate in equity capital and grant loans for productive
projects and enterprises besides providing financial assistance to member. countries-in’ other
forms for economic and social development.

Membership: The present membership of the Bank consists of 56 countries.

e The basic condition for membership is that the prospective member country should be a
member of the OIC, pay its_contribution to the Capital of the Bank and be willing to accept
such terms and conditions-as may be decided upon by the IDB Board of Governors.

2.Fisherman Issue with Sri Lanka

Recently, as manyas 43 fishermen from Tamil Nadu were arrested and six boats seized by Sri Lankan
Naval personnel.A total of 284 Indian fishermen were arrested by Sri Lanka in 2019 (210) and 2020
(74).

Earlier in 2020, the Fourth Meeting of the India-Sri Lanka Joint Working Group JWG) on Fisheries
was held through virtual mode.

Key Points

Background:

e Both Indian and Sri Lankan fishermen have been fishing into the Palk Bay area for
centuries.Palk Bay is a semi-enclosed shallow water body between the southeast coast of India
and Sri Lanka.

e Problem emerged only after a maritime agreement was signed by India and Sri Lanka in 1974.

e In fact, initially the 1974 border agreement did not affect fishing on either side of the border.

e In 1976, through an exchange of letters, both India and Sri Lanka agreed to stop fishing in each
other’s waters.

1. In 1974 and 1976 treaties were signed between the two countries to demarcate the
International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL).

2. The treaties also ended up making the Palk Strait connecting India and Sri Lanka a ‘two-
nation pond’, under the relevant United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) rules to the exclusion of all third nations.

3. Simply put, the bilateral arrangement bans international fishing and shipping.

e However, the agreement could not stop the fishermen from fishing in these waters, as
fishermen know no boundary.Despite the signing of maritime boundary agreements, fishermen
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communities of both the countries continued their fishing in the Palk Bay area peacefully until

the Eelam war broke out in 1983.

e Nonetheless, after the end of War in 2009, the Sri Lankan fishermen have been raising their
objection to Indian fishermen fishing in their waters.

e Later, India and Sri Lanka agreed to set up a Joint Working Group (JWG) on Fisheries in 2016
between India and Sri Lanka as the mechanism to help find a permanent solution to the
fishermen issue.

Katchatheevu Island Issue:

o The small islet of Katchatheevu, hitherto used by the fishermen for sorting their catch and
drying their nets, fell on the other side of the IMBL

e Fishermen often risk their lives and cross the IMBL rather than return empty-handed, but the
Sri Lankan Navy is on alert, and have either arrested or destroyed fishing nets and vessels of
those who have crossed the line.

Reasons for the continuation:

e The main problem with Indian fishermen is that a large number of them are dependent on
fishing in Sri Lankan waters, which is prohibited by the 1976 Maritime Boundary Agreement.

e Also, a large number of Indian fishermen are dependent on trawling which is banned in Sri
Lanka.

Related Initiatives Taken:

e The IMBL is imaginary, but it was geo-tagged and is visible to the fishermen, due to Global
Positioning System (GPS) sets.

e Deep Sea Fishing Scheme:

1. Promoted as an alternative to bottom trawling by Tamil Nadu’s fishermen off the Palk
Bay, the scheme envisages the provision of 2,000 deep sea fishing boats in place of
trawlers by 2019-20, which will be the third and final year of implementation of the
scheme.
> Tt aims to put an end to disputes arising between the two countries.

» It has been taken up under the ‘Blue Revolution’ scheme.
Way Forward

o The fishing equipment that is prohibited in Sri Lanka. must‘be banned by India in the Palk
Bay.Fishing practises that do irreparable damage'to marine ecology must be given up.

e The damage to the Indian fishermen-could be ameliorated if the announcement is followed by
two steps.The trawlers:can be used in the Odisha coast where waters are very deepTrawlers
could; with certain modifications, be used as smaller fishing vessels that cater to the
mothership:

e India can transform the Palk Bay from a contested territory to a common heritage.The first step
is to recognise that there are various stakeholders—two Union and provincial governments, the
Navies and Coast Guards, fisheries departments and above all, fishing communities of the two
countries.The next step should be to form a Palk Bay Authority (PBA) consisting of marine
ecologists, fisheries experts, strategic specialists and government representatives.

1. The PBA could determine the ideal sustainable catch, type of fishing equipment that can
be used, and the number of fishing dates for Sri Lankan and Indian fishermen.

2. The focus should be on enrichment of marine resources and improvement of the
livelihoods of fishermen.

PRELIMS FACT

Gharials

Recently, the Department of Punjab Forest and Wildlife Preservation, in collaboration with the World-
Wide Fund for Nature-India (WWF-India) has released a lot of 24 gharials (Gavialis Gangeticus) into
the Beas Conservation Reserve.The gharial reintroduction in the Beas Conservation Reserve is an
ambitious programme of the Punjab government.

Key Points

About:

e  Gharials, sometimes called gavials, are a type of Asian crocodilian distinguished by their long,
thin snouts. Crocodilians are a group of reptiles that includes crocodiles, alligators, caimans,
and more.

e India has three species of Crocodilians namely:
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Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus): IUCN Red List- Critically Endangered
Mugger crocodile (Crocodylus palustris): IUCN- Vulnerable.
3. Saltwater crocodile (Crocodylus porosus): [IUCN- Least Concern.
v All the three are listed on Appendix I of CITES and Schedule I of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972.
v Exception: Saltwater Crocodile populations of Australia, Indonesia and Papua New
Guinea are included in Appendix II of CITES.
Habitat of Gharials:

e Natural Habitat: Fresh waters of the northern part of India.

e Primary Habitat: Chambal river (a tributary of Yamuna).

e Secondary Habitat: Ghagra, Gandak river, Girwa river (Uttar Pradesh), the Ramganga river
(Uttarakhand) and the Sone river (Bihar).

Significance: Population of Gharials are a good indicator of clean river water.
Conservation Efforts:
e Breeding Centres of Kukrail Gharial Rehabilitation Centre in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh,
National Chambal Sanctuary (Gharial Eco Park, Madhya Pradesh).
Threats:
e Increased river pollution, dam construction, massive-scale fishing operations and floods.
e [Illegal sand mining and poaching.
Beas Conservation Reserve

e Itis a 185-kilometre stretch of the Beas River located primarily in the north-west of the State
of Punjab.

e The Reserve also hosts the only known population in India of the endangered Indus River
Dolphin (Platanista gangetica minor).

e In 2017, a programme was initiated to re-introduce the critically endangered gharial (Gavialis
gangeticus) with 47 individuals released into the River 30 years after their disappearance.

Beas River

e [t originates near the Rohtang Pass, at a height of 4,062 m above sea level, on: the southern end
of the Pir Panjal Range, close to.the source of the Ravi. It is a tributary,of the“Indus river.

e It meets the Satluj river at Harike in Punjab. It is a comparatively small river which is only 460
km long but lies entirely within the Indian territory.

e It forms a gorge at Kati and Largi in the Dhauladhar range.

e The major tributaries of ‘the Beas River are Bain, Banganga, Luni and Uhal, along with
Banner, Chakki, Gaj, Harla, Mamuni, Parvati, Patlikuhlal, Sainj, Suketi and Tirthan.

Controlled Aerial Delivery System

Recently, a flight demonstration of the Controlled Aerial Delivery System of 500 kg capacity (CADS-
500) was conducted by Aerial Delivery Research and Development Establishment (ADRDE).The flight
demonstration is part of a series of activities organised towards celebrating ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’, commemorating 75 years of Independence.

Key Points

About:

e The CADS-500 is used for precise delivery of payload upto 500 kgs at predetermined location
by making use of manoeuvrable capabilities of Ram Air Parachute (RAP).

e It uses the Global Positioning System for the coordinates, altitude and heading sensors for the
heading information during its flight.

e The CADS, with its onboard electronics unit, autonomously steers its flight path using
waypoint navigation towards target location by operating controls.

Positioning System

e A positioning system is a tool to determine the location of an individual or object. The
technology requires global coverage and sharp accuracy to achieve the exact location.

e For Example: ‘Google Maps’ is one of the positioning and navigation systems that helps
individuals to find their exact location as well as a path to their destination. However, the
system only offers a satellite view of the region under navigation.

Global Positioning System (GPS)

e GPS is a satellite navigation system, used to determine the ground position of an object. It is a

U.S.-owned utility that provides users with positioning, navigation, and timing (PNT) services.

N
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e It is a network 24 satellite which provides service to civilian and military users. The civilian
service is freely available to all users on a continuous, worldwide basis. The military service is
available to U.S. and allied armed forces as well as approved Government agencies.

ADRDE:

e It is an Research & Development laboratory of the Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO).

e Itisinvolved in the development of paratrooper parachute systems, aircrew parachute systems,
ammunition parachute systems, brake parachute, recovery parachute systems, aerial delivery
parachute systems, heavy drop systems, inflatable systems, airship technologies and aircraft
arrester barrier systems.

e Currently, it is involved in projects such as armament delivery parachutes, balloon barrage and
surveillance systems, airships and related applications and space recovery parachutes.

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE

Qns. Solid waste management (SWM) has emerged as one of the most massive urbanisation
challenges. Discuss role Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) 2.0 can play to tackle it. (250 words)
Ans:

Introduction

Solid waste management (SWM) refers to the process of collecting and treating solid wastes. It also
offers solutions for recycling items that do not belong to garbage or trash. In a nascent effort to look
beyond toilets and kick off its ODF+ phase — that is, Open Defecation Free Plus — focussing on solid
and liquid waste management, the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (SBA) has included the prevalence of
plastic litter and water-logging in villages as indicators of cleanliness in its 2019 rural survey.

Body

Current Situation of SWM in India:

e As per the SBM 2.0 guidelines, the total quantity of waste generated by urban areas-in India is
about 32 lakh tonnes daily. This adds up to 4.8 crore tonnes per-annum;

e Ofthis only about 25% is being processed; the rest is disposed of in landfills every year.

e Given that the waste dumpsites have been operational since the early 2000s, more ‘than 72
crore tonnes of waste need to be processed.

e Most cities have confined themselves to collection ‘and -transportation of solid waste.
Processing and safe disposal are being attempted only in a few cases.

e The CPCB report also revealsithat only 68% of the MSW generated in the country is collected
of which, 28% is treated by the municipal authorities. Thus, merely 19% of the total waste
generated is currently treated.

e According to a UN report, India’s e-waste from old computers alone will jump 500 per cent by
2020, compared to 2007.

e Disappearance of urban water bodies and wetlands in urban areas can be attributed to illegal
dumping of Construction & Demolition waste.

Role of SBM 2.0

e The recently released Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) 2.0 guidelines continue to take forward
the aims of the SBM launched in 2014, but add an important dimension focused on solid waste
management.

e This goes beyond the efficient collection and transportation of waste and brings focus on
processing all types of waste like plastic, construction and demolition waste, as well as
providing budgetary support for remediating old waste disposed in all dumpsites across 4,372
cities in India before March 2023.

e Its components include source segregation; door-to-door collection of waste; separate
transportation of different types of wastes; processing of wet waste, dry waste, and
construction and demolition waste.

e The total funding dedicated for implementation of SBM 2.0 is %1.41 lakh crore of which about
%39,837 crore is set aside for solid waste management.

e This mission commits to providing financial assistance to set up fresh waste processing
facilities and bioremediation projects across all the ULBs.

e SBM 2.0 allocates funding only to set up waste processing facilities.
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e SBM 2.0 is committing to paying a significant portion of the project cost, the ULBs are likely
to take up projects by matching the shortfall with their reserved funds, thereby hoping to
achieve the Gol target of waste disposal sites being free from old waste by March 2023.

e Also, the transformation of waste disposal sites to processing sites is likely to produce 72 lakh
tonnes of organic compost per annum from 4.8 crore tonnes of waste generated across all
ULBs in the country.

Conclusion

e Solid waste management is one of the major environmental problems of Indian cities. The

need of the hour is scientific, sustainable and environment friendly management of wastes.

DAILY QUIZ
Q1. Consider the following statements about the anti-defection law:
1. Tt specifies the circumstances under which changing of political parties by legislator’s invites
action under the law.
2. It was added to the Constitution by the 52nd Amendment Act.
3. It includes situations in which an independent MLA, too, joins a party after the election.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a. lonly
b. 2and 3 only
c. land2only
d. 1,2and3
Q2. The Barak Valley (also Ishan Bangla) is located in
a. Assam
b. Nagaland
c. Meghalaya
d. Arunachal Pradesh
Q3. The term “One Country Two Systems approach” is sometimes mentioned in the new in the
context of the affairs.of:

a. Israel
b. Pakistan
¢. China

d. Afghanistan
Q4. What is “Kyhytysuka sachicarum™?
a. anew marine reptile
b awvolcano formed in the Last Glacial Period
c.—largest ice shelf in Antarctica
d. none of the above
Q5. With references to organic farming in India, consider the following statements:
1. The National Programme for Organic Production’ (NPOP) is operated under the guidelines
and directions of the Union ministry of Rural Development.
2. ‘The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority’ (APEDA),
functions the Secretariat for the implementation of NPOP.
3. Sikkim has become India’s first fully organic State.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a. 1and2only
b. 2 and 3 only
c. 3only
d. 1,2and3
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